
History – Vocabulary (builds year on year)  

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Recent History 
Time order words: 
now 
before  
next 
after 
later  
past  
first  
old 
new  
present  
today 
last week   
a long time ago  
order  
compare 
similar 
different 

Communication – 
history of everyday 
objects. 
communication  
telephone 
artefacts  
same 
different  
change  
invention  
timeline  
plastic/metal  
William Caxton  
information  
printing  
World Web  
 
Transport  
canal  
mill  
railway  
significant nationally  
globally  
contribution 
local 
national  
international 
achievements 
 
 

Great Fire of 
London/Guy Fawkes 
historical event 
parliament  
sequence  
source  
plot/protest 
traitor 
investigate 
Samuel Pepys 
Guy Fawkes  
gunpowder  
evidence  
revolt  
 
Historical Explorers  
Amelia Earhart  
eye witness 
historian 
Infer                              
Explorer                                
Aviator 
Enquiry                           
The First Flight                     
Atlantic Ocean 
Key events                      
Pacific Ocean 
Chronological order         
Interpretation                      
NavigatorOpinion                            
Reliable/Unreliable               
Altitude 
justify  

aeroplane flight   

Stone Age/Iron Age 
chronological  
compare and contrast  
development  
Neolithic  
hunter gatherer  
archaeologist 
Skara Brae 
source  
AD BC  
pre history  
 
 
Egyptians   
significant  
influential  
ancient 
civilisation  
Pharaoh 
Scarab 
Papyrus 
Amulet 
Canopic jar 
Sarcophagus 
Tomb 
Afterlife 
Hieroglyphics 
Mummification 
 
 
 

Romans  
innovation  
consequence  
conquer 
legacy  
Empire 
invaders/invasion 
reputation 
Coliseum 
Centurion 
Emperor 
Amphitheatre 
Senate 
Gladiator 
Republic 
Julius Caesar 
Claudius 
resistance   
Boudica 
Viaduct /aquaduct 
Hadrian’s wall  
 
Anglo-Saxons 
invasion  
Angles 
Saxons 
Jutes 
settle  
 

Ancient Greece  
Exploration 
Hierarchy  
Bias/Prejudice  
Athens/Sparta  
Mythology 
Column 
Gods – Athena, 
Hermes, Apollo, Zeus  
temple  
Acropolis 
Parthenon 
 
 
 
 
Vikings – Alfred the 
Great. 
Rise and Fall 
Rebellion Retreat 
Danelaw 
longboat  
raid  

Aztecs  
Interpretation 
Cortez  
Moctezuma  
reliable  
agriculture  
irrigation  
causeway  
sacrifice 
conquest  
 
 
Victorians  
empathy 
influence 
industrial revolution  
pollution  
work house  
orphan  
Queen Victoria  
steam engine  
 

 


